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Numes. XXVIIL 





To be Continued TurEspays and FribDays, 





They, ever candid, Reafon fill oppos’d 

To Reafon : And, fince Vittue was their Aim, 
Each, by fure Prattice, tryd, to prove His Way 
The Belt ——~ Then, ftood untouch’d, the folid Bale 


Of Liberty: Zhe Liberty of Mind. 


THOMSON, 





“ 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY I4. 1735: 





HE Great and ferious Genius 
6f the Author, from the Second 
> Part of whofe Poem on Li- 
9 BERTY, I have taken my Motto, 
We. appears, like Gulliver in Lilli- 
7. put, fo much above the com- 
Ripe mon Size of his Cotemporary 
— Wits, that, being too weak- 
fighted to take in His Proportions, we are forc’d 
to confider him, in Parts; and, where we fail to 
difcover him, as He is, we mifreprefent him, from 
our Fancy. 





A Cuurcu-Man, of Eminent Diftinction, was 
telling a Circle of his Attendants, the other Morn- 
ing, that ** This Poem was full of big-/ounding 
«¢ Words, but that he faw not to what Pzrpofe, it 
« was directed. —- Ic put him, He faid, in mind 
“& of the Winds rufhing out, from the Cave of 
« folus. — They blew Ships This Way and That, 
“ but pufh’d on zo Courfe, to any one Point of the 
«© Compats.” 


_ Wrrs all due Refpect to the Dignity of fo ve- 
nerable a Miftaker, I prefumed to offer him my 
Opinion, that the Poem, which He had in his 
Hand, was a Layman’s honeft Sermon, againft 
CorrupTion: And I could not help adding, that 
it was with fome Surprize I faw him mifs, what He 
was obferv’d to hold fo sear ‘him. — He began to 
look ftartled, as one who fufpected a Satire : So, I 
referr’d him, for the Text, to the Laft Section of 
the Poem. 


“ Unle/s CorRUPTION, firft, deject the Pride 

“< And guardian Vigour, of the free-born Soul, 

«¢ All crude Attempts of Violence are vain. 

“ For, firm within, and, while at Heart, uxtouch’d, 
“ Neer yet, by Force, was Freedom overcome. 

— But, foon as Independence ftoops the Head, 

“ To Vice enflav'd, and Vice-created Wants ; 

“ Then, to fome fou! corrupting Hand, whd/e Wafte 
“ Thole heighten’d Wants, with fatal Bounty feeds ; 
“ From Man, to Man, the flackening Ruin runs; 

“ Til the whole State, us-nerv'd, in Slavery, fixks. 


« 


He {mil’d, at my finding the Text, in the Clofe 
of the Sermon, and obferv’d, that It was ufually to 
be met with in a very oppofite Situation. — It is 
not impoffible, anfwer'd I, but it might be tran{- 
pos'd for That very Reafow: Since it-is common 
enough to meet with Proofs, that nothing imffructs 


fo little, as what profeffes Inftruction, — 


OBsERVING, that the Company laugh’d, He 
abated a Grain or two of his Gravity: but ask’d 
me, whether I did not conlider Harmony, as an 
Effential in Poetry ? And whether it was to be 
met with in this Poem ? 


I acquiescED very readily, in his Obfervation; 
in Favour of Harmony ; but took upon me to 
hope, that He did ‘not confine it to Rhime : In which 
Cafe, T wo Bells wou’d be Maufick enough for the 
Steeple of any one of his Churches : and He might 
melt down the Superfiuity, to be fold, for the Poar 
of the Parith. — Blank-Verfe,. I allow’d, might be 
Harth, to an Opera-Ear: But, where a Reader 
thinks it neceflary, that the Sex/fe fhould concur 
with the Souzd, and that éach fhould /apporr, and 
illuftrate, the other, I wou’d undertake to demon- 
ftrate, thar no Couplets, in Unifon, cou’d be capable 
of fo harmonious an Expreflion, or, indeed, Pitture, 
of the Image intended, as will arife, to all Perfons, 
of Genius, from the following beautiful Lines, al- 
luding to the Commotions, fo frequent in Athens, 
from Effect of their Orator’s Eloquence, on thé 
Paffions of the People. 


—~  Oft on the Brink 
“ Of Ruin, — hurried by the Charm of Speech 
“ Inforcing hafty Counfel, immature, 
«& Totrer’d the rafh Democracy. 





N or without fome Time, and Difficulty, { had 
the Pleafure to hear him allow, that there was Har- 
mony, and Painting, firft, from that flowing, and 

recipicate, Eafe, wherewith the Words after ‘ty 
Brea in the 2d Line, to the End of the 2d, f. 
into one another. ~- And then, from the Change, 
in the 4th, to a fudden, and abrupt, Re/uGance ; 
like the’ Recovery, and Giving back, of a Runner, 
who difcovers, without Warning, that he is on the 


Edge 





Edge of fome Cliff, and within a Step of falling 
over it. | 

Ir was another Remark of the Sable Obje‘Tor;s 
e¢ that He lov’d to fee Poems fill'd, with Reflection, 
* and ee whereas This, in bis Opinion, 
was moftly taken up with De/cription : — I pre- 
fum’d, that there might be Occafions, where De- 
fcription woud be the moft proper, and the moft 
lively, Means of Inftrudting: But that, in the Piece 
we were difcourfing of, there feem’d nothing more 
ftriking, nothing more frequent, than Reflections, 
and Inftructions, in the in ependent Senfe of the 
Words: and I particulariz’d the following In- 
ftances. — Obferving how Elegant, and how ftrongly 
— to the Lazy, and the Uninduftrious, was 

his Remark on the Thought’s Exertion, in its 
Caufe, and its Confequences. 


———= © From Want, to Want, impell’d, 
< The Mind, by thinking, pufh’d ber latent Powers, 
« And Life began to glow; and Arts to fhine! 


“Tue wn I appeald to the Church's Experience, 
whether Any thing could be more finely inftructive, 
than this juft; and noble, Reflection ! 


“ But, when myfterious Superftition — 
« Involv’d in Darknels, the de/ponding Mind ; 


“© Then, Tyrant Power the RiGHTEOUs Scourge 
“ yuloos’d, 


© For ~~ yielded Reafon /peaks the Soul a SLAVE. 


Acain, What Length of Volumes could exprefs 
more fully, the Caufe, which made Security, and 
Peace, peculiar to the Spartan Government, than, 
this Allufion to their Agrarian Equality ? 


“For, Draind, the Springs of Wealth, Corrup- 
“< TION; there, 
«© Lay wither'd, at the Root. 


f 


‘- But, now, I lamented, with much Earneftnefs, 
that the ingenious Author of the Poem, inftead of 
applying what follows to fome of thofe fhining Ex- 
amples, which are to be found, in fuch Numbers, no 
doubt, among the Prelates of our Chriftian Church, 
fhou’d beftow fo fine a Complement upon an wnen- 
lighten’d Heathen Philofopher, as that, He, truly, 


& Taught moral happy Life, whate’er can blef, 
“¢ Or grace, Mankind — And, what He taught, He 
c WAS. 


Can a Dramatick Poet, mifs Delight and In- 
ftruction together, where, {peaking of Athenian 
Yragedy, the Author calls it 


“ The Dread, Moral, Scene, 
«< Where idle Fancy darft not mix her Voice : 
‘“¢ While Reafon fpoke, auguft: The fervent Heart, 
Or plain’d, or ftorm’d; aud, in th’ impaffion’d Man, 
“ Concealing Art, with Art, the PoET suNK. 


f 


arr 


Is there an Admirer of modern Opera, or a 
Compofer of modern Mufck, who might not larg 
his Way through the Sox/, from that mafculine In- 
ftruétion, and Griticifm, which is convey’d in the 
following Diftinction ? 


“ Thine too The meaning Mufick, of the Hearr; 
“< Not the vain TRILL, that, void of Paflion, runs 
“ In giddy Mazes, tickling Idle Ears : 

“ But, That deep-fearching Voice, and artful Hand, 
“© To which, refpondent, sHAKEs, the varied Soul! 


I WENT on, to difplay the Ufes. of another of 
his inftructive Obfervations, that there-was, once, 
in a cértain Country, 


—— “ 4 Great King, 
“< Who, by the Trick of Treaties, rhe ftill Wafte 
“< Of fly Corruption, avd Barbaric Gold, 
« Effected, what his STEEL con’d ne'er. perform. 


_ Hop! hold! cried my Reverend Antagonift, I 
find, there is more in this Poem than I look’d for. 
— And I fhall give-up my Attack on his Sezti- 
ments, if you-will-apply yourfelf to the Defence of 
his Phrafes, and inftruct me, particularly, from 
what Authority he derives the Introduction of fo 
new, and unlicens’d, a Word, as CuLT, into the 
Englifh Language: ~° | 


He open’d the Book, between the 14th and 
15th Pages, and pointed to the following Lines, 


—— “ The Land, whofe palmy Shore 
“© The Silver Jordan laves : where reign’d alone; 
“ The Public Cut of One Eternal Mind, 
“ Who made, and govern'd, ALL. 


I conress, I was puzzled how to juftify this 
Adoption of an -un-naturaliz’d Word, in itfelf nei- 
ther beautiful, nor neceffary, and render’d ftill 
harfher, from its Pofition, by the Termination of 
That which immediately foregoes it, with the very 
fame Letter: a Practice too frequent in the Beft, 
and moft “umerous, of our Poets ! — However, I 
told the expecting Cenfurer, after a little Paufe for 
Reflexion, that [ thought it a Propriety, in this 
Place, to be unintelligible, fince it bore fome Re- 
lation to a Mystery, which will always appear 
more facred, by how much the Lefs, Men pre- 
fume to explain it. 


Aye, Aye, —_ He, with a cotnpaffionate 
Shake of his Head, were Poets to bé the Reformers 
of Creeds, All Religion woud be comprehended 
in Pfalm-finging. — But be That as it will, This 
Blade has no Right to claim Benefit, from the 
Re/pe that is due to a Myffery, fince he cenfures 
all Darkne/s, as a Difgrace to Religion and Liberty. 


We join'd Iffue, upon this Declaration ; and it 
was decreed, by the Circle, that Mr. Thom/on, 
fhall have e Reverence from Ages to come: or; 
thar He fhall owe it, to the Licur of his Genius. 
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